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LA CHAMBRE BLANCHE welcomes artists Edith Brunette and François Lemieux, for a research residency from February 10 to February 
26, 2016. Within the framework of this residency, they will present their documentary entitled Cuts Make the Country Better shot 
in the Netherlands. They will also proceed to the launching of the most recent issue of Le Merle magazine. 

In 2011, the Netherlands government proceeded to drastic budget cuts in their support for public arts. Until then, their support 
had been amongst the most respected in the world, akin to the Canadian program. François Lemieux and Edith Brunette decided 
to go to the Netherlands in 2014 to film a series of interviews with artists and cultural workers about the circumstances and the 
effects of such cuts : the reasons that kept the milieu from counteracting or even simply from limiting the scope of the cuts, the 
consequences of this failure, but also the many political and artistic initiatives born of this situation. These interviews gave birth 
to the documentary Cuts Make the Country Better.

There will be a screening of the film at LA CHAMBRE BLANCHE on February 17, 2016 at 7pm, followed by a discussion.The film is in 
English with French subtitles.  

During their residency at LA CHAMBRE BLANCHE, Brunette and Lemieux plan to film interviews with artists and cultural workers in 
Quebec City, with the goal of adding a Canadian segment to the documentary. They wish to initiate a collective reflection on the 
state of art in Canada, the present organization of the milieu and our ability to think and act collectively in this age of massive 
overhaul changes and of budget cuts already initiated in the support of public arts. 

Edith Brunette conjugates her artistic practice with theoretical researches. Her recent projects  focused amongst others, on video 
surveillance (Caméraroman, 2011), on speaking up in times of social crises (Consensus, 2012) and on the political agency of artists 
(Faut-il se couper la langue?, 2013; Cuts Make the Country Better, 2015, in collaboration with François Lemieux). Her projects 
have been shown at the l’UQAM,  at Skol and ARTicule  artist centers (Montreal) and at the artist center Le Lieu (Quebec). She 
has participated in many research residencies in Quebec (DARE-DARE, LA CHAMBRE BLANCHE, Praxis), as well as  at contempo-
rary art center ART 3 in Valence (France). She regularly publishes texts in different  art magazines and publications. 

In his research and artistic practice François Lemieux, addresses the making of the narrative of collective experimentations. He 
holds a BA in  interdisciplinary from the Fine-Arts program from Concordia University as well as a Masters degree in visual and 
media arts from  l’Université du Québec in  Montreal. His work has been shown in individual and collective exhibitions  in Canada, 
at the Musée d’art contemporain de Montréal, at the Gallery Leonard & Bina Ellen  at Concordia University and at the Banff 
Center. He’s also had exhibitions in England, in the Netherlands;  at the Leipzig Kunstverein, in Berlin, in Milan and within the 
program of the Fondazione Antonio Ratti in Côme, in Italy. 
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